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The Road Safety Monitor 
2006: Aggressive Driving 
 

Ward Vanlaar, Herb Simpson, Dan 
Mayhew, and Robyn Robertson 
 
TIRF recently released The Road Safety 
Monitor 2006: Aggressive Driving. The 
Road Safety Monitor (RSM) examined 

the aggressive driving behaviours of Canadians, including: 
excessive speeding, running red lights, honking the horn, 
taking risks while driving for fun, and tailgating.  
 

Some of the findings from this report included:  
 

• Over two million Canadians displayed aggressive driving 
behaviours at some point in the last year; 

• Approximately 2.7 million Canadians frequently drive in 
excess of the speed limit; 

• Some two million Canadians regularly speed up to get 
through red lights; 

• Approximately 670,000 Canadians admitted to taking 
risks while driving, just for fun; and 

• There were twice as many male aggressive drivers as 
there were female aggressive drivers. 

 

The Road Safety Monitor 
2006: Distracted Driving 
 
Ward Vanlaar, Herb Simpson, Dan 
Mayhew, and Robyn Robertson 
 
Released in August 2007, The Road 
Safety Monitor 2006: Distracted Driving 
revealed that an increasing number of  

Canadians are concerned about distracted driving. Some 
70% of Canadians now consider distracted driving a 
serious problem, up from 40% in 2001.  
 
Other findings from the report revealed that:  
 

• 95.5% of Canadians believe there is more distracted 
driving on our roads than there was in 2001;  

• Distractions outside the vehicle posed the biggest threat 
for drivers; 

• Distraction inside the vehicle posed a significantly higher 
risk for younger drivers; and 

• Although Canadians are making more phone calls while 
driving than in 2001, the calls they make are shorter.  

 
Financial support for the RSM is provided by Transport 
Canada, The Brewers of Canada, and Toyota Canada. Both 
RSM reports are available at: http://www.trafficinjuryresea 
rch.com/projects/projectDetails.cfm?intProjectID=35.   
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Fatigued and Drowsy 
Driving: Attitudes, 
Concerns and Practices of 
Ontario Drivers  
 
Ward Vanlaar, Herb Simpson, Dan 
Mayhew, and Robyn Robertson 

Released in July 2006, Fatigued and 
ttitudes, Concerns and Practices of 
mmarizes the results from a public 
loped and carried out by TIRF – to 
 of fatigued and drowsy driving in Ontario. 
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Commercial Vehicle Driver
Licensing Standards in 
British Columbia  
 

Dan Mayhew 
 
 

Commercial Vehicle Driver Licensing 
Standards in British Columbia is 
designed to serve as a high-level 

framework document that provides priority 
recommendations and options for improving commercial 
driver licensing standards in BC and elsewhere.  
 
This work was supported by the BC Trucking Human 
Resources Planning Committee – formed under an 
agreement between Service Canada, the BC Trucking 
Association, and Teamsters Local 31. The report can be 
downloaded at: http://www.trafficinjuryresearch.com. 
ablished 1964 
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TIRF Staff  

 

 

Ward Vanlaar promoted  
 

Ward Vanlaar has been promoted to 
Research Scientist in recognition of his 
increasing responsibilities over the past 
two years at TIRF. Ward’s statistical and 
data analysis background has proved 
invaluable to several TIRF projects. In 
addition to his TIRF duties, Ward teaches 

Qualitative Research Methods courses in Criminology in 
English and French at the University of Ottawa.  
 

Peter Parsons joins TIRF 
full-time 

 

TIRF is pleased to announce that Peter 
Parsons has become a new full-time 
staff member. Peter previously assisted 
TIRF on a part-time basis. TIRF also 
congratulates Peter on completing his 
Master of Arts in Criminology at the  

University of Ottawa. Peter will receive his M.A. in October.  
 

Dr. Patricia Emery joins 
TIRF team 
 

TIRF is pleased to announce that Dr. 
Patricia Emery has joined TIRF as a 
Research Associate. Patricia has an 
extensive research background in health 
psychology, mood disorders, sleep 
disorders, and she also possesses  

advanced statistical knowledge and experience. She 
completed her Ph.D. at the University of Ottawa in 2007.  

CACP Traffi
presentation 
traffic safety.
 

Hasselt Univ
faculty at Ha
safety in the 
collaboration
April 18-24, 2
 

I-95 Corrido
Herb Simpso
offenders." W
 

CCMTA Mee
presentation 
and Defence
also gave a p
Strategy to R
Edmonton, A
 

National Law
Conference:
presentation 
Monitoring.” 
 

Canadian Ro
gave an invit
Canada.” Wa
“Continuous 
and “Drinking
Safety Monit
 

Institute of P
Robertson ga
Approach” an
Monitoring.” 
 

Annual Mee
Association
presentation 
Dealing with 
gave a prese
Issues in Tra
 

Alcohol Igni
Recidivism 
presentation 
Use.” Washin
 

8th Annual I
Robertson ga
“Developing 
Seattle, WA.
 

ICADTS Mee
Alcohol-Fata
presented, “D
the Road Sa
and Driving a
Alcohol Moni
Survey of Cr
Impaired Driv

New Donors 
TIRF would like to welcome VerXdirect, Ignition Interlock of 
Washington, Inc., and ACE INA Insurance as new bronze 
level donors.
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To order reports/brochures, inquire about 
donor/member privileges, or to be added to the TIRF 
Bulletin mailing list, contact: 
 

Dean Morin 
Manager, Marketing and Communications 
171 Nepean St., Suite 200 
Ottawa, ON, Canada  K2P 0B4 
Tel:  (613) 238-5235   Fax: (613) 238-5292    
E-mail: deanm@trafficinjuryresearch.com  
Website: www.trafficinjuryresearch.com

 

There is a $25 handling and postage fee to send reports to 
non-members. 
 
(Registered Charity No. 10813 5641 RR0001) 
Staff Activity Update 
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